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affection, like an overflowing vessel, unable to contain
herself.                                                                        K

Forgetting that the man whom she loved was Bud-
dha, the Lord of the world, the preacher of truth, she
held him by his feet and wept bitterly.                       ls

Remembering, however, that Shuddhodana was
present, she felt ashamed and rose up seating herself
reverently at a little distance.                                     u

The king apologised for the princess, saying: '' This
arises from her deep affection, and is more than a tem-
porary emotion. During the seven years that she has
lost her husband, when she heard that Siddhartha had
shaved his head, she did likewise; when she heard
that he had left off the use of perfumes and ornaments,
she also refused their use. Like her husband she has
eaten at appointed times from an earthen bowl only.
Like him she has renounced high seats with splendid
coverings, and when other princes asked her in mar-
riage, she replied that she was still his. Therefore,
grant her forgiveness."                                               u

And the Blessed One spoke kindly to Yashodhara,
telling of her great merits inherited from former ex-
istences. She, indeed, in his former lives had been of
great assistance to him. Her purity, her gentleness,
her devotion had been invaluable to Bodhisattva when
he aspired to the highest aim of mankind to attain en-
lightenment. And so holy had she been that she de-
sired to become the wife of a Buddha. This, then, is
her karma, and it is the result of great merits. Her
grief has been unspeakable, but the consciousness of
the glory that surrounds her spiritual inheritance In-
creased by her noble attitude during her life will be a
bairn that will miraculously transform all sorrows Into
heavenly joy.                                                              16